WHEATEN TERRIER 101

Written By Mary Yourich

This is just a basic information sheet.  Please do your research and buy a good Wheaten book.  The items below are the most common things, I as a Wheaten owner, explain to people.

Wheatens are energetic dogs, bred to remove varmints from the farmers fields in Ireland.  Terriers are fast moving, happy dogs.  A TIRED TERRIER IS A HAPPY TERRIER.  This breed needs plenty of exercise.  

GROOMING: Wheatens are a high maintenance breed.  They require professional grooming.  Since they do not shed, the hairs in their ears grow and have to be plucked.  They are prone to ear infections when unplucked as the water sits in the ear canal.  There are 2 cuts – the PET CUT, and SHOW CUT.  Pet cut is more or less the same length all over the dog.  I like to use a De-Matting Comb and a Regular Comb.  They need combed out OFTEN, a few times a week.    When you bring your puppy home, please start playing with their feet, combing them, and maybe putting them on a table (while holding them) to get them used to being at the groomers.  For bathing I like to use Mane And Tail Shampoo and separate Conditioner.  Read the directions on the bottles.  You can get it at Wal-Mart in the pet aisle with the dog shampoo’s.  It is not expensive and will last awhile.  The conditioner makes their coat more manageable.  Please comb them out BEFORE their bath, it will make things easier when they are dry to brush them out.  Be careful trimming their nails as they are black so you can not see clearly where the vein is.  Just trim a little bit off each time.  If they do bleed, in a pinch you can use some flour to help clot the nail.  There is a product you can buy that works better called Qwik Stop which you can pick up at the pet store.   Their first trip to the groomer should be about 4-5 months of age if I remember correctly.

Housebreaking:  I have had a lot of people tell me this breed is hard to housebreak.  These dogs are alert, and see a leaf blow and forget what they went outside for.  I tell people to give it a year.  I treat mine with a little piece of treat (some soft treat) when they go to the bathroom outside.  If you’re in the house and cannot watch them 100%, get a longer leash and attach to a table leg.  Mine used to sneak up in the front rooms and go to the bathroom if we took our eye off of them.  

CRATE TRAINING:  Please crate train your puppy.  Terriers are very active and look for things to get into.  They LOVE to dig up your plants.  NEVER take the dog out of the crate while they are fussy.  I would always give mine a treat when they went in their crates – now all I say is “who wants a cookie” and they all run into their crates.

HYPOALLERGENIC:  Nothing is 100% hypoallergenic.
I have seen people with allergies able to be around them, then on the flip side, I have seen people within 30 seconds break out in an allergic reaction to them.  Please spend time with a Wheaten before you buy, if this is your main reason for selecting this breed.

FOOD:  Please take the advice of Angie.  I know a lot of Wheatens that have a hard time with beef products.  Mine are on either a chicken or lamb flavored food.

TRAINING:  Wheatens get bored easily, so do not try “repetitive training”.  After a few times of going over sit, stay etc they will get bored and walk off.

WHEATEN GREETIN:  You will hear this term a lot.  Wheatens are jumpy and want to jump up on you to greet you.  It is a normal trait and very hard to train not to do.  My female can jump over 4 foot in the air straight up from standing still. Half pogo stick I tell people. 

Wheatens need to be socialized at a YOUNG AGE.  Please sign up for a puppy class.

I do not like Wheatens for young children as it is just about impossible to break them of the WHEATEN GREETIN and they knock the small children down. 

If your looking for a wash and wear dog, good around small children and a dog you wish to leave uncrated, this is not the best choice of breeds for you.  Please do your research on any breed.  I have seen too many of these dogs end up in rescue/owner relinquish because people have not followed the advice of the rescue or breeder they got their new family member from.

If you need help, please contact Angie and she can get you in touch with me. I’m not an expert nor am I a trainer, but I have been around this breed for 8 years and have 4 of them that let me live in the same house with them.

A basic summary of males vs females.  This will not be true in all cases, this is just a generalization.  Males tend to be the protectors, not as “needy” as the females, not as jumpy. .  Females “can work a room” one person at a time, “needier” than the males.  A big difference I tell people the females can be vindictive…….if they get mad at you they will go poop somewhere to get even.

The Wheaten Rescue Chair recommends a book for every Wheaten owner – it is called “Soft Coated Wheaten, Heart Of Gold, Coat Of Honey”.   

This is just the basics, it is the areas most people ask me about.   These are the most loving, happy, faithful dog.  After you get through the little quirks and issues you will wonder what life was like without a Wheaten in your home!

