Congratulations on your new Wheaten baby!

Attached please find a note to all new Wheaten owners written by Mary Yourich.  She is associated with the SCWT Rescue and is also a Wheaten owner herself so she typed up a little information sheet for you.  Every dog is different so please just use this as basic information.  This may or may not pertain to your puppy but could be useful information.  

There are just a few things that I would like to add myself.  One is about food allergies.  Some Wheatens develop allergies therefore it is recommended by my vet that you change their food every 18 months to 2 years to prevent them from developing an allergy to an ingredient in their food.  My vet says that even if a Wheaten has been on the same food for 5, 6, 7 years with absolutely problems at all, they can all of a sudden develop an allergy to an ingredient even though they’ve never had problems before.  That’s why changing their food periodically helps to prevent this.  

One of the ways that food allergies will manifest itself is in frequent ear infections.  If you notice that your Wheaten is getting frequent ear infections despite good ear care, he/she may have an allergy.  Try switching the food and allow at least one month to see results.  Some common ingredients to stay away from is wheat, corn, beef and soy.

You have been given a product called Malaseb flush.  I personally swear by this stuff!!!  It contains Miconazole and Chlorhexidine, both of which attack yeast in the ears.  I purchase Malaseb flush from Revival Animal Health at www.revivalanimal.com but there are many other pet supply places that sell it.  If for any reason you have trouble finding it, then use the Chlorhexidine flush.  It is good too but the addition of the Miconazole is fantastic.  

Malaseb flush can be used daily or as needed but I definitely recommend using it on a regular basis.  Even if you take your dog to the groomer, I still recommend using the Malaseb flush in between groomings.  It is very simple and takes less than a minute to do but the results are well worth it.  Just squirt the flush into each ear quickly and then massage the ears.  It is not necessary to use a cotton ball as the dog will shake its head and get rid of the excess.  It is very important to keep a Wheaten’s ears clean.  

Another way allergies manifest itself is in itching and hair loss.  If you notice this happening, switch the food.  Another food that I really like is Wellness brand whitefish and sweet potato.  Any high quality brand of fish and potato dog food is really great for dogs with allergies (also duck or venison with potato).  If you have the time and money, a fresh diet is fabulous and there are several recipes out there on the internet.  

The number one thing that I hear about Wheaten puppies during the first week in their new home is diarrhea.  They seem to really get stressed when they leave here.  Your puppy has been given 8 days of Albon in an attempt to ease this stress as coccidia has stress induced symptoms (please read the coccidia info on your diarrhea sheet).  A little bit of yogurt helps as well as cooked rice.  (The cultures in the yogurt help settle things down in the tummy and bowels.)  

I always tell people that Wheaten puppies really seem to blossom when they are about 10 weeks old.  People always email me and tell me I am right about this.  At about 10 weeks they really start getting their confidence and their bright little personalities really start to show.  Getting away from the rest of the litter really helps too.

I personally stay away from treats at this young of an age because too many treats can cause diarrhea and I don’t know about you, but I like to avoid bodily fluids as much as possible.  (  I use ice cubes (or ice chips if small) as treats and my dogs love them.  

Another thing I want to remind you of is that if you are traveling a great distance to pick up your puppy, I recommend staying out of the rest areas or other dog walking areas with your new puppy when you stop on the way home.  Oober thousands of dogs have been in these rest areas and heaven only knows the cooties they have left behind.   Your puppy is NOT fully protected from dangerous things such as parvo as he/she has not completed their boosters yet.  Even after you get home, the first thing people want to do is take them shopping which is totally normal.  Please carry your puppy if you decide to go to the pet store because again, the cooties are on the floor.  Even when I take the pups to the vet, I hold them in my lap and do not let them down on the floor.  Remember all of those sick dogs who have come to see the vet has left their cooties on the floor.  Once your puppy is fully vaccinated its not a problem but until then, PLEASE protect them.  

If you have any questions at all, please feel free to email me at any time.  I am always here to help and I will do my best to answer any questions.  If I do not know the answer, I will either find out or direct you to someone who does know.  

Thank you very much for adopting.

Sincerely,

Angie

